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L.e Rouge creates a playofl stunner

Gasso’s one-timer in 78th minute
ends season for league’s top seed

By Keith Barnes
Tri-State Sports & News Service

Detroit City did not man-
age a shot on the River-
hounds SC net in two regu-
lar-season meetings and
more than 70 minutes of
their USL Championship
postseason opener.

As it turned out, one was
all Le Rouge needed.

Dominic Gasso laced a
one-timer from the top of the
box through a host of players
and past Riverhounds goal-
keeper Jahmali Waite at
77:35 for the only goal of the
match as eighth-seeded
Detroit City (12-8-15) pulled
off a stunning upset of the
No. 1 Riverhounds in a 1-0
victory at Highmark Sta-
dium in front of a record
crowd of 6,123.

“It happens in this sport
more than we realize,”
Riverhounds coach Bob Lil-
ley said. “There’s one mo-
ment, one goal and it
changes everything.”

Gasso certainly did that.

After a throw-in from the
right sideline, Riverhounds
midfielder Danny Griffin
headed the ball out of the box
and seemingly out of danger.
But Gasso was able to get to
the loose ball first with a
wide-open look at the frame.

Gasso fired high and to
the right of Waite and the
ball was in the net before he
evenreacted.

As fate would have it, it
was also his first profes-
sional goal. And he couldn’t
have authored a better time
to hit the back of the net.

“It was a perfect moment
for me,” Gasso said. “As
soon as I'saw it drop tome, as
soon as I heard the ball (on
the shot), I knew it was going
to be a goal. I'm just so
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happy. There’s no better
way to get my first goal than
that goal.”

Scoring goals has been a
problem for Detroit City all
year.

Detroit City finished last
in the league with 30 goals
scored in the regular season.
The Riverhounds tied a
league record with 13 home
wins and had posted 15 shut-
outs on the year, including
10 by Waite.

But the one thing Detroit
City does well is play de-
fense. In 34 regular-season
matches, the team gave up
only 39 goals, which was the
main reason why the lowest
scoring team in the league
had a minus-9 goal differen-
tial and qualified for the

postseason.
Against the Riverhounds,
Le Rouge defenders

glommed onto every player
in a black and yellow striped
jersey, challenged every pos-
session and effectively got
into the passing lane every
time the Riverhounds tried
to go over the top to send the
ball deep into the attacking
zone.

“Detroit mucked it up
again. They played a lot of
long balls, collisions. I do
think we switched the ball a
lot,” Lilley said. “We had a
lot of good possessions in the
first half where we were in
and every cross got cut out
because we only hit the first
ball into (Albert) Dikwa. To
me, we needed other guys in
the box and to mix up our
service.”

In fairness, the River-
hounds had a couple of solid
opportunities in the first
half, but probably none
more fortuitous than a direct
free kick from 28 yards out
4:40 into the match. Though
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Riverhounds forward Albert Dikwa sits alone on the Highmark Stadium turf Saturday night after being eliminated by Detroit in

the first round of the USL Championship playoffs. The Riverhounds entered as the No. 1 seed.

the team had been solid on
set plays all year and had im-
proved down the stretch,
midfielder Junior Etou
could not get around the
Detroit City wall and his
shot glanced off one of the
outside defenders and away.

It was a portent of things
to come.

Time after time the River-
hounds used a short passing
attack to weave their way
through the Detroit City
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pressure, but the moment
they went for the deep shot
into the box or either one of
the corners, Le Rouge sty-
mied the attempt and turned
it aside.

“I thought we were close
to breaking then, but anyone
that was sitting in the stands
around the 60th minute was
probably thinking that this
was going to be one goal,”
Lilley said. “Then there was
a ball flighted in the box, we

cleared the initial ball and
the player hit a great strike,
gets it on frame and it goes
through alot of bodies.”
After the goal was scored,
the Riverhounds heavily
pressured Detroit City and
generated several outstand-
ing scoring attempts, but
goalkeeper Nate Steinwas-
cher came up big, including
a huge stop on Golden Boot
winner Dikwa from close
range in stoppage time.

It was Steinwascher’s
12th clean sheet of the season
and second in as many
weeks against the River-
hounds, who played Detroit
City to a scoreless draw last
week that allowed Le Rouge
to pick up the one point they
needed to qualify for the
postseason.

Keith Barnes: kbar-
nes.pg@gmail.com and
Twitter @kbarnes_pghsprt

H HILLS LINCOLN BT SUNSRE IR U MWL O0) A\

WHERE LUXURY MEETS LEGEND

TRUCKLOADS OF NEW LINCOLNS
ARE ARRIVING EVERY WEEK!

OVER 45 ALL WHEEL DRIVE CORSAIRS AVAILABLE

$4,226 DUE AT SIGNING INCUDES FIRST MONTH PAYMENT, SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED**

2029

Lincoln

Corsair
AWD

BUT HURRY - THESE OFFERS
EXPIRE OCTOBER 31ST

THIS INVENTORY
IS MOVING OUT AS FAST
AS IT’S ARRIVING**

*VIN 5LPUL16597, 36 MONTH LEASE. INCLUDES $500 TRADE ASSIST FACTORY REBATE. $4,226 DUE AT SIGNING INCUDES FIRST MONTH PAYMENT,
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. TAX AND LIC ADDITONAL. OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/23.

Lincoln Navigator
FINANCING AS LOW AS 1.9% FOR 36 MOS.

LINCOLN

LINCOLN
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VISIT SOUTHHILLSLINCOLNOFPITTSBURGH.COM

SOUTH HILLS

Lincoln Nautilus

2760 WASHINGTON ROAD

ROUTE 19 SOUTH, PITTSBURGH, PA 15241
JUST 3 MILES SOUTH OF SOUTH HILLS VILLAGE

412-563-2200
1-888-369-8502




